Tribute to Madeleine Legault, Founder, Ottawa Council on Smoking and Health

Ottawa, January 25, 2010 - The Ottawa Council on Smoking and Health mourns the death of Madeleine Legault. The 78-year-old tobacco control advocate passed away from breast cancer on December 26, 2009 in Ottawa. 

Madeleine began advocating for smoke-free public places in the late 1970s when she organized smoke-free dinners. Over the past thirty years, she advocated for numerous smoke-free policies, including the 2001 Smoke-Free Ottawa bylaws, the 2006 Smoke-Free Ontario law, and smoke-free bus stops and shelters along the Ottawa Transitway. She was also an ardent supporter of measures to prevent the tobacco industry from marketing products to youth and to protect young children from exposure to second-hand smoke.
In 2006, Madeleine received the Heather Crowe Award from the Ontario Ministry of Health for leadership in promoting a Smoke-Free Ontario. 
More recently, Madeleine was instrumental in advocating for a smoke-free entrance way policy at the Carlingwood Shopping Centre. In 2009, the Carlingwood Shopping Centre erected notices at each and every entrance way, declaring the doorways a smoke-free zone and asking patrons to respect the air that we breathe.  
Madeleine was diagnosed with breast cancer two years ago. She continued to attend OCSH meetings and to advocate for smoke-free spaces while undergoing chemotherapy and radiation treatments. 

Madeleine, we will miss you. Your fighting spirit, sense of humour and caring nature will continue to inspire us.
